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Notes 
This bulletin analyses the information on economic inactivity available from the Annual Population 
Survey (APS) and the quarterly Labour Force Survey (LFS). It makes comparisons for Wales both with 
the rest of the UK and within Wales.  Detailed analyses for 2007 are made using the APS for 2007 to take 
advantage of the much larger sample.  The trend analyses are made using the quarterly LFS as detailed 
time series data for the APS are only available back to 2001. The bulletin is updated every two years.  
 
Key quality information: Labour Force Survey and Annual Population Survey 
 
The main LFS is a quarterly sample survey of around 60,000 households living at private addresses in 
the UK.  Each quarter’s LFS sample of 60,000 private households is made up of 5 ‘waves’, each of 
approximately 12,000 households. Each wave is interviewed in 5 successive quarters, such that in any 
one quarter, one wave will be receiving their first interview, one wave their second, and so on, with one 
wave receiving their fifth and final interview. As a result, there is an 80% overlap in the samples for 
successive quarters. Households are interviewed face-to-face when first included in the survey and by 
telephone thereafter.  For the first wave in Wales the response rate in the main LFS is around 80%, with 
around 80% of these remaining by the fifth wave.  The total sample for Wales is usually about 3,500 
households in each quarter. 
 
The main LFS is based on a detailed questionnaire and hence provides for a large dataset, although there 
are some limitations to its use, particularly at a sub-regional level due to sample size constraints.  Its 
primary use is to provide labour market information for the UK, including levels and rates for 
employment, unemployment and economic activity / inactivity.  
 
The Annual Population Survey (APS) (which includes the Welsh Local Labour Force Survey (WLLFS) in 
Wales) is an annual sample survey of households living at private addresses in the UK. The annual 
survey uses results from those sampled for the main quarterly LFS and since 2001 additional persons 
have been sampled on an annual basis to provide a more robust (boosted) annual dataset across the UK, 
with estimates subject to much lower sampling variability. For Wales, the data are now based on an 
enhanced sample (around 350 per cent larger) compared to earlier years. These data are used to produce 
the sub-regional estimates for Wales and the detailed breakdowns of economic inactivity. 
 
The additional persons sampled in the APS are based on four waves, over four years of the survey.  For 
the first wave, the response rate in Wales is around 75%, with around 80% of these remaining by the 
fourth wave. In total, approaching 20,000 households are sampled each year for the APS in Wales. 
There are some differences between the results from the APS datasets and the main LFS datasets over 
and above the relatively minor effects due to the different sampling structures employed in each 
element.  Most notably, the headline measure derived from the main LFS has been rescaled to account 
for the latest population estimates, which is not yet the case with the APS datasets.  The ONS do have 
plans to account for the latest population estimates in the annual APS datasets in due course. 
 
 
 

 

 


